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Overall, the population in this region resides in structures that are vulnerable to earthquake shaking,
though some resistant structures exist. A magnitude 7.4 earthquake 144 km North of this one struck
Vanuatu on November 26, 1999 (UTC), with estimated population exposures of 5,000 at intensity VIII
and 32,000 at intensity VII, resulting in a reported 10 fatalities. Recent earthquakes in this area have
18°=1 -18° caused tsunamis and landslides that may have contributed to losses.
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Significant Earthquakes Mag >= 7.5
. . Year Mon Day Time Lat Long Dep a
Selsmlc Haza]"d EXPLANATION 1900 07 29 0659 -10.000 165.000 0 .
. 1901 08 09 1301 =-22.000 170.000 0 .
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22° 1910 06 16 0630 -19.000 169.500 100

.

10° * 1910 11 09 0602 -16.000 166.000 70 .
1913 10 14 0808 -19.500 169.000 230 .

Aftershocks 1920 09 20 1439 -19.919 168.530 35 .

1928 03 16 0501 -22.281 170.476 35 .

@) 1931 10 03 1913 -10.932 161.016 35 .

i 1931 10 10 0020 -9.968 161.194 50.2

24° 1934 07 18 1940 -11.907 166.731 35
1935 12 15 0707 -9.590 161.145 35
1939 04 30 0255 -9.295 159.234 35
1953 11 04 0349 -13.189 166.516 35
1963 09 15 0046 -10.472 165.770 35
1963 09 17 1920 -10.286 165.413 27.6
1965 05 20 0040 -14.642 167.504 9.7
26 1965 08 11 2231 -15.797 167.268 45.8
1 1966 06 15 0059 -10.344 160.887 3.3
1966 12 31 1823 -11.893 166.445 82.9
1969 01 05 1326 -7.991 158.968 63
1970 08 11 1022 -14.093 166.571 38.3
1973 12 28 1341 -14.500 166.784 23.3
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DISCUSSION 2009 10 07 2203 -13.006 166.510 45 .
The Vanuatu earthquake of August 10, 2010 occurred on or near the plate boundary between the 0
30° Australia and Pacific plates in the Coral Sea region of the southwest Pacific. In the region of the “ °
earthquake, the Australia plate moves to the east-northeast with respect to the Pacific plate at a ° ‘ ’ ®
velocity of approximately 85 mm/year. The Australia plate thrusts underneath the Pacific plate at DATA SOURCES and REFERENCES
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