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ABSTRACT

Paleoseismic trenching within Fort Ross State Historic Park provides data on the late Holocene rupture
history of the North Coast segment of the northern San Andreas fault. The 1906 earthquake ruptured
through the Fort Ross Orchard site, which is characterized by a narrow shutter ridge and associated linear
trough containing latest Holocene sediments. Trenches across the northeast-facing fault scarp exposed
scarp-derived colluvia deposits, possible fissure-fill deposits, and tentative upward fault truncations that
provide evidence of three possible surface ruptures prior to 1906. Coarse-grained scarp-derived colluvial
sediments were deposited after individual surface-rupturing earthquakes pre-date the 1906 rupture and
constrain the timing of earthquakes over the past approximately 1100 years. Based on stratigraphic
ordering and a statistical comparison of radiocarbon dates using the OxCa program, we estimate (at a
95% confidence level) that the past four surface ruptures at the Orchard site occurred at AD 1906, AD
1630 to 1776, AD 1210 to 1380, and AD 300 to 1050. Our re-analysis of stratigraphic relationships and
radiocarbon ages of the nearby Fort Ross Archae Camp site are consistent with these dates, and further
constrain the earliest of this series to have occurred between AD 920 and 1050. The time windows for
these ruptures are consistent with results from other sites on the North Coast segment of the fault.
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Figure 1. Regional map of major faultsin northwestern California, showing San Andreas fault segments
from WGCEP (2003), previous paleoseismic sites, and the distribution of surface and geodetic
dlip produced by the 1906 rupture (Thatcher et al., 1997).

Figure 2. Topographic map of the Fort Ross area, showing locations of recent paleoseismic sites on the
San Andreas fault and documented offsets from the 1906 earthquake.

Figure 3. Photograph of trenches 4 and 5 at the Fort Ross Orchard site, looking southwest across the San
Andreas fault.
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Detailed topographic map of the Fort Ross Orchard site, showing San Andreas fault, and
trenches T1 to T5. Contour interval of 1 m uses arbitrary site datum.

Logs from trench 1, Fort Ross Orchard site; (A) northwestern wall, (B) southeastern wall.

Photograph of San Andresas fault exposed in southeastern wall of Trench 1, showing bedrock on
southwestern side of fault, faulted colluvium and alluvium on northeastern side of faullt,
fissure-fill deposits, and unfaulted colluvium deposited since 1906.

Log of northwestern wall of trench 4, Fort Ross Orchard site.

Logs of northwestern and southeastern walls of trench 5, Fort Ross Orchard site. See Figure 7
for generalized unit descriptions.

Stratigraphic relationships on the eastern side of the San Andreas fault, Fort Ross Orchard site.

Figure 10. Calibrated 2-sigma radiocarbon ages plotted by relative stratigraphic order. Sample number in

circles are from trench 1; sample numbersin squares are from trench 5. Samples highlighted in
yellow are those interpreted as most representative of deposit age, and are used in OxCal
analysis program.

Figure 11. Analytical output from OxCa v 3.9 (Ramsey, 2003), showing radiocarbon sample numbers

within each phase, agreement percentages, and probability density functions of each sample
and earthquake events.

Figure 12. Earthquake chronology along segments of the northern San Andreas fault. Open bars show 1-

sigma confidence intervals; solid bars show 2-sigma confidence intervals.



1.0 INTRODUCTION

Geologic data on the timing of past events are essential for evaluating rupture segmentation of the
northern San Andreas fault and for estimating the probabilities and magnitudes of future earthquakes in
the San Francisco Bay region (Working Group on Cdifornia Earthquake Probabilities [WGCEP], 2003).
Developing well-constrained chronologies of late Holocene surface ruptures at sites along the northern
San Andreas fault is critical for identifying possible fault rupture segments, characterizing relationships
among rupture segments during individual earthquakes, and evaluating the complete earthquake cycle in
terms of relationships between characteristically long, 1906-type multi-segment ruptures and smaller,
shorter ruptures. While studies at individual sites cannot address these regional issues revolving around
fault behavior, the basis for understanding long-term fault behavior lies in the assessment of site-specific
pal eoseismologic information on earthquake timing, amounts of coseismic dip, and fault dip rate. This
study is focused on obtaining data on the timing of surface ruptures at a site along the North Coast
segment of the northern San Andreas fault (Figure 1), as a contribution to understanding these larger,
more regional issues.

The northern San Andreas fault contains four primary segments (WGCEP, 2003), including the Offshore
segment from Cape Mendocino to near Point Arena, the North Coast segment from Point Arena to the
Golden Gate, the Peninsula segment from the Golden Gate to Los Gatos, and the Santa Cruz Mountains
segment from Los Gatos to San Juan Bautista (Figure 1). The great M,,7.8 San Francisco earthquake of
1906 produced 470 km of surface rupture between San Juan Bautista and Cape Mendocino (Lawson,
1908; Thatcher et al., 1997; Prentice et a., 1999) (Figure 1), including rupture on al four of these
segments. The WGCEP (1999, 2003) considered several aternative rupture models for the northern San
Andreas fault, including models in which it ruptures during earthquakes similar in size to the 1906 event
or in smaller magnitude (M <6.9) earthquakes along one, two, or three of these fault segments. The
WGCEP (2003) aso considered the possibility of a smaller earthquake in the Fort Ross area through
inclusion of afloating, My6.9 earthquake anywhere along the 470-km-long 1906 rupture. These different
models have significant implications for the recurrence of various magnitudes of earthquakes, and thus
for the probabilities of earthquakes along this section of the fault. The WGCEP (2003) rupture models
and weightings reflect a consensus view that the fundamental behavior of the San Andreas fault is
expressed as full-length ruptures similar to the 1906 earthquake, with lesser likelihoods of smaller
segment ruptures.

Obtaining paleoseismic data on the timing of late Holocene earthquakes on the North Coast segment
helps address these possible rupture scenarios. Of primary importance is obtaining information on the
timing of the penultimate large earthquake, and on the recurrence of surface ruptures during roughly the
past two thousand years. Collectively, several studies (Prentice, 1989; Niemi and Hall, 1992; Noller et
al., 1993; Simpson et a., 1996; Baldwin, 1996; Knudsen et al., 2002; Niemi et al., 2002, 2003; Fumal et
al., 1999, 2004) support a range in recurrence for large earthquakes on the North Coast segment of the
San Andreas fault of 180 to 370 years (WGCEP, 2003). To help reduce this uncertainty in characterizing
the northern San Andreas fault, further refinement of the chronology of large surface ruptures along the
fault is required. This investigation focuses on obtaining data on the timing of large surface-rupturing
earthquakes along the North Coast segment of the San Andreas fault at Fort Ross State Historic Park
(Figure 1). This effort contributes important information for characterizing the behavior of the northern
San Andreas fault in the San Francisco Bay region.



2.0 GEOLOGIC SETTING OF THE FORT ROSSORCHARD SITE

Between Fort Ross and Point Arena, the San Andreas fault forms the boundary between the Gualala
structural block on the southwest and the uplifted Coast Ranges on the northeast (Figure 2). Southwest of
the Fort Ross Orchard site, the Gualala block is associated with remnants of at least three emergent
marine terraces (Prentice, 1989; Muhs et al., 2003), which form a stepped topography between the site
and the Pacific coastline (Figure 2). Several steep-walled ravines are incised into the Gualaa block,
including Kolmer Gulch northwest of the Fort Ross Orchard site, Fort Ross Creek and Mill Gulch
southeast of the site, and severa tributaries to these streams (Figure 2). Locally, the San Andreas fault
lies within northwest-trending sections of these ravines, which have steep valley walls and dense
vegetation. The areas between the major incised ravines are characterized by rolling topography that is
strongly affected by surface fault deformation and/or landsliding. Previous paleoseismic sites in the Fort
Ross area have been located in these moderate-relief interfluve areas, including the Mill Gulch site
(Prentice et a., 2000, 2001) and the Archae Camp site (Noller et a., 1993; Simpson et a., 1996; Noller
and Lightfoot, 1997) (Figure 2). The Fort Ross Orchard siteisin the interfluve area between the southern
arm of Kolmer Gulch and Fort Ross Creek, about 1.0 km northwest of the Archae Camp site and about
2.8 km northwest of the Mill Gulch site (Figure 2).

In the vicinity of Fort Ross, the fault is associated with prominent geomorphic features, including side-hill
benches, sag ponds, linear drainages, shutter ridges, and uphill-facing scarps (Brown and Wolfe, 1972;
Prentice, 1989; Figure 2). Matthes (in Lawson, 1908) noted offsets in cultural features as a result of the
1906 rupture, including 2.3 m of offset of Fort Ross Road, 3.6 m of offset of an unnamed ranch road
about 250 m southeast of Fort Ross Road, and 3.6 m of offset of a fence about 1.2 km southeast of Fort
Ross Road (Figure 2). The offset measured at Fort Ross Road is lower because a secondary fault strand
west of the Fort Ross Orchard site probably experienced some coseismic slip. Contemporary photographs
show that the 1906 rupture at the Fort Ross Orchard site produced a northeast-facing scarp along the main
fault strand (Lawson, 1908; Bancroft Library Archives, from C. Prentice, USGS, persona
communication, 2003). This northeast-facing fault scarp is a dominant feature of the present-day
topography through the site (Figure 3).

The Fort Ross Orchard site was chosen for investigation because it has (1) excellent geomorphic relations
that constrain the location of the main strand of the fault, (2) late Holocene depositsin alinear valley, and
(3) minimal cultura disturbance. The site includes a prominent, northwest-trending linear shutter ridge,
an uphill-facing scarp, and alinear depression that clearly mark the location of the main strand of the fault
(Figure 4). The northeastern side of the narrow, linear shutter ridge forms a 1- to 4-m-high fault scarp
that faces uphill relative to the regional slope, and is associated with a linear depression that marks the
location of the main strand of the San Andreas fault (Figure 4). In the southeastern part of the orchard,
the linear ridge acts as a buttress for alluvia-fan sediment derived from a small, incised drainage gully
northeast of the site (Figure 4). These aluvial-fan sediments were exposed in our initial trenches
excavated in 2000 (Trenches 1 to 3, Kelson et a., 2003). In contrast, the central part of the Orchard site
includes a 30-m-long, 2-m-deep closed depression that contains ponded water most of the year (Figure 4).
North of the closed depression and directly northeast of the highest part of the linear ridge crest, the fault
borders a linear trough that slopes gently to the northwest. Trenches 4 and 5 were excavated in this
northern area in 2004, and exposed a sequence of colluvium shed from the linear ridge and from the
colluvia hillslope northeast of the linear trough.

The Fort Ross Orchard contains several fruit trees planted by Russian colonists during the occupation of
Fort Ross, between 1812 and 1842. The small (ca. 50 x 150 m) orchard includes olive, pear, cherry,



apple, and other fruit trees, although only afew original Russian-planted treesremain. At present, thereis
no information indicating the presence of original orchard trees on the northeastern side of the fault, and
there does not appear to be any linear arrangements of the trees that could be used as a piercing line to
measure offset across the fault. The orchard does not appear to have been maintained after abandonment
by the Russian colonists, although post-1906 ranching operations included construction of a fence line
across the southern part of the linear trough (B. Walton, Fort Ross State Historic Park, personal
communication, 2001). Thus, the orchard likely was not being maintained during the 1906 surface
rupture, and the site has undergone little cultural modification since departure of the Russians in early
1842.



3.0 PALEOSEISMIC RESULTS

During field studies in 2000 and 2004, we excavated three trenches across the fault and two fault-parallel
trenches (one on each side of the fault). Our investigation in November 2000 focused on the aluvial-fan
sediments in the southern part of the site (Kelson et al., 2001, 2003), and involved documentation of
trench 1 across the east-facing fault scarp, trench 2 on the southwestern side of the fault, and trench 3 on
the northeastern side of the fault (Figure 4). Of these, cross-fault trench 1 provides direct evidence of
pal eocearthquakes (as described below), whereas fault-parallel trenches 2 and 3 attempted unsuccessfully
to map a possible piercing line across the fault. Results from trenches 2 and 3 are summarized in Kelson
et al. (2003) and are not discussed herein. Our later work in May 2004 focused on the colluvial deposits
in the northern part of the site, and involved excavation of trenches 4 and 5 across the fault bordering the
linear trough (Figure 4). Correlations of deposits among trenches 1, 4, and 5 are based on deposit
characteristics, relative stratigraphic position, and radiocarbon age estimates. These correlations are made
between trenches that are separated by about 60 m, and are believed to be the most reasonable and
stratigraphically consistent matches based on these characteristics. Collectively, the three cross-fault
trenches provide evidence of four late Holocene surface ruptures at the site (Kelson et a., 2003; 2005).

3.1 Stratigraphy and Structureof Trench 1

Trench 1 exposed sandstone bedrock, the San Andreas fault, and a sequence of late Holocene colluvia
and alluvial sediments deposited in the linear trough northeast of the fault (Figure 5). On the southwestern
side of the fault, this trench exposed sheared sandstone of the Paleocene German Rancho Formation
(Wagner and Bortugno, 1982) and thin bedrock residuum (unit Cx; Figure 5). The brownish yellow to
reddish yellow sandstone bedrock is pervasively sheared and weathered, and breaks out as angular to
subangular fragments.

On the northeastern side of the fault, late Holocene colluvia and alluvial sediments underlie the linear
trough. The oldest surficial deposit exposed in trench 1isasilty clay with gravel (unit C2e; Figure 5) that
contains reddish and orangEish sandstone clasts. These clasts are darker and more weathered than the
sandstone bedrock exposed southwest of the fault, and probably were derived from the hillslope bordering
the linear trough east of the fault. Thislowermost deposit is overlain by beds consisting of poorly sorted
silty sand with gravel (units C3e and C4e; Figure 5). These sediments also contain reddish and orangeish
sandstone clasts that are as much as 4 cm in diameter, and likely were derived from the hillslope and
small, southwest-trending gully northeast of the fault. The poor sorting in these deposits and absence of
distinct channels suggest deposition via sheetwash, perhaps on a colluvial apron bordering the linear
trough or on asmall alluvial-fan surface downstream of the southwest-trending gully. These deposits are
overlain by distinct, laterally discontinuous aluvia deposits of silty sand with gravel (unit A5el; Figure
5) deposited in a northwest-trending swale. The thalweg of this channel plunges toward the closed
depression northwest of trench 1, and does not cross the fault. The channel-fill deposit is conformably
overlain by sandy alluvium deposited within the fault-parallel swale (unit A5e2; Figure 5).

Stratigraphically above unit A5e2 are deposits that appear to be intimately related to surface rupture along
the fault (units FF6 and C7w, Figures 5 and 6). Unit FF6 consists of a triangular-shaped body within the
fault zone exposed on the southeastern wall of trench 1 (station 5.5 m; Figure 5). This deposit consists of
clasts of friable yellowish sandstone within a dark brown clayey sand matrix (Figure 6). The angular to
subangular clasts in the deposit have near-vertical orientations, and were derived from the adjacent
yellowish sandstone bedrock. Unit FF6 isinterpreted as a deposit that fills a rupture-related fissure within
the fault zone. This unit is distinct from overlying unit C7w based on its higher clay content, darker



color, and presence of shear fabric. Unit C7w overlies the fault zone exposed in trench 1, and is a poorly
sorted colluvium derived from erosion of the northeast-facing fault scarp (Figure 5). The lithology and
angularity of the gravel clasts are similar to the jointed sandstone bedrock that underlies the linear ridge.
The colluvium is finer grained in an easterly direction away from the fault, and gravel clasts within the
deposit are smaller and less abundant to the northeast (Figure 5). Unit C7w is not faulted, and thus
represents colluvial deposition following the most-recent surface rupture at the site. Where unit C7w
overlies unit FF6, it too narrows downward (Figure 6), suggesting that it also may have filled a rupture-
related fissure. The absence of shearing in unit C7w contrasts with the shearing in unit FF6, and suggests
that these deposits probably reflect two separate surface ruptures.

The uppermost deposits exposed in trench 1 (units A8e and C9e, Figures 5 and 6) are composed of sand
with various amounts of silt, gravel, and clay. The geometry of unit A8e in the southeastern wall of
trench 1 and both walls of trench 3 (Figure 4) suggests that this deposit filled a small, southeast-trending
channel incised into units A5e and C4e. Unit C9e buries this deposit, and probably reflects sheetwash
from the hillslope the northeast of the linear trough. Because units A8e and C9e contain barbed wire and
sawn or milled pieces of redwood, they were deposited within about the past one hundred years. Directly
adjacent to the present-day scarp, unit C9e grades into young scarp-derived colluvium (unit C9w) at the
ground surface.

Trench 1 exposed the primary strand of the San Andreas fault, where it deforms sandstone bedrock and
the surficial deposits older than unit C7w (Figure 5). In general, the N42°W-striking fault zone is only
about 50 to 60 cm wide at the bottom of the trench, but it broadens to a width of about 1 m near the
ground surface (Figure 5). The zone contains multiple anastomosing strands primarily within sheared
bedrock, although some strands border |entil-shaped bodies of sediments (including parts of units C3e and
A5e2; Figure 5). None of the fault strands exposed in trench 1 extends into unit C7w or overlying
surficial deposits. Most of the fault strands extend upward to the base of unit C7w, athough there are
strands that extend upward only to distinct stratigraphic contacts (Figure 5). For example, on the
northwestern wall of trench 1, three southwesterly dipping fault strands deform unit C2e but do not
extend into unit C3e (station 6.5 m, Figure 5A). Of these three strands, the southwestern strand has a
near-vertical branch that extends upward into overlying units and to the base of unit C7w. On the
southeastern wall of trench 1, there are no strands that extend only to the base of unit C3e, although there
is a strand that forms the contact between unit C3e and bedrock (station 6 m, Figure 5B and 6) but does
not extend upward into unit C4e. Thus, upward fault terminations exist within the lower alluvium on both
walls of the trench, although these terminations occur at different stratigraphic levels. On the basis of
these tentative upward fault truncations and possible fissure fill (unit FF6), this trench provides possible
evidence of as many asthree pre-1906 ruptures (Kelson and Lettis, 2001; Kelson et al., 2003).

3.2 Stratigraphy and Structure of Trenches4 and 5

Trenches 4 and 5 were excavated about 55 and 65 m northwest of trench 1, respectively, and extended
across the steep, prominent northeast-facing fault scarp (Figure 4). Our intent with this trench was to
expose multiple colluvial deposits shed from the fault scarp and into the linear trough. In contrast to the
southeast-trending drainage in the vicinity of trench 1, there is no integrated drainage along this part of
the linear valley. Trench 4 was located near the topographically highest part of the linear trough, where
the valley floor slopes very gently northwestward away from the trench (Figure 4), and is underlain
primarily by colluvial material derived from both sides of the trough. Trench 5 was excavated 10 m
northwest of trench 4, and extended across the steepest part of the northeast-facing fault scarp. Both
trenches exposed the primary strand of the San Andreas fault where it displaces Tertiary sandstone
bedrock on the southwestern side of the fault against late Holocene colluvial deposits filling the linear
trough (Figure 7 and 8). Asdescribed below, these trenches provide evidence of multiple surface ruptures



based on a stacked sequence of colluvia deposits that were shed from the northeast-facing fault scarp.
On the basis of deposit characteristics, stratigraphic position, radiometric age estimates, and relationships
with rupture events, we correlate deposits exposed in trenches 4 and 5 with those in trench 1 (Figure 9).

Deposits exposed in trenches 4 and 5 are derived from both sides of the linear valley, primarily as aresult
of sheetwash colluviation from the southwest-facing hillslope bordering the trough or from degradation of
the northeast-facing fault scarp. The proximity of trenches 4 and 5 and the sedimentologic similarities of
deposits in the two trenches provide reasonable certainty in correlation of units between the exposures. In
general, the trenches expose four packages of scarp-derived colluvial deposits, overlying older alluvium
or colluvium (Figures 7 and 8), as described in more detail below. The oldest surficial deposit exposed in
trenches 4 and 5 is arelatively clayey, brown colluvium within the 1-m-wide fault zone (unit Cz “ Sheared
colluvium”, Figures 7 and 8). This deposit is pervasively sheared and clearly has experienced multiple
episodes of faulting. This clay-rich deposit is considerably firmer and denser than other deposits exposed
in the trenches, and likely is substantially older. Rare charcoal samples from this deposit were not dated
because its stratigraphic context is unclear.

Within the linear trough, the oldest surficial deposit is a poorly sorted sand with silt and gravel (unit C2e,
Figures 7 and 8). This very dark brown deposit contains subrounded reddish and orangeish sandstone
clasts as much 4.5 cm in diameter, and common charcoal fragments in the eastern part of the trench.
Poorly developed stone lines in this unit dip gently westward and indicate that this deposit was derived
via sheetwash from the hillslope east of the fault. This deposit is correlated with unit C2e in trench 1
based on similar texture, color, and stratigraphic position. Directly overlying unit C2ein trenches 4 and 5
is a very dark brown, poorly sorted sand with gravel (unit C3wl; Figures 7 and 8) that contains
subangular clasts of predominantly yellowish sandstone, similar to the bedrock exposed in the western
part of the trench. These hard, angular to subangular clasts are as much as 7 cm in diameter, although the
size and abundance of the yellowish clasts decreases eastward, away from the fault. In the central parts of
trenches 4 and 5, unit C3w1 grades into unit C3el, which contains orangeish and reddish sandstone clasts
and common large charcoal fragments. Crude stone lines in unit C3el dip gently westward and suggest
deposition via sheetwash from the hillslope east of the linear trough.

In addition, unit C3w1 grades upward into another poorly sorted silty sand with gravel (unit C3w2;
Figures 7 and 8), although this overlying unit contains smaller clasts of yellowish sandstone near the
fault. Just as unit C3w1 grades eastward into unit C3el, unit C3w2 grades eastward into units C3e2 and
C3e3, which contain small gravel clasts of orangeish and reddish sandstone within a sandy silt matrix.
Units C3e2 and C3e3 appear to represent pulses of colluviation from the eastern hillslope. Overall, these
colluvia deposits reflect upward and eastward fining of hard, angular to subangular yellowish sandstone
clasts toward the center of the linear trough (a distance of only about 2 m), as well as interfingering with
fairly consistent deposits containing orangeish and reddish sandstone clasts derived from the hillslope east
of the fault.

A similar pattern of sediment characteristics exists for the deposits overlying units C3w2, C3e2, and
C3e3. Unit C4w is adjacent to the fault and consists of poorly sorted sand with gravel (Figures 7 and 8).
Clastsin this unit are hard, angular to subangular yellowish sandstone clasts as much as 8 cm in diameter,
although the size and abundance of these clasts decreases eastward away from the fault. Unit C4Aw grades
eastward into unit C4e, which contains fewer clasts but is similar to underlying unit C3e3. This pattern of
sediment characteristics is repeated again in overlying unit Céw (near the fault) grading into unit C6e
(away from the fault), and in unit C7w (near the fault) grading into unit C7e (away from the fault).



We interpret that all four of the colluvia deposits adjacent to the fault and on the western margin of the
linear trough (i.e., units C3w, C4w, C6w, and C7w) reflect episodic uplift and scarp-production along the
San Andreas fault. In trenches 4 and 5, each of these deposits is coarser and characterized by abundant
angular sandstone clasts close to the fault, but is finer-grained away from the fault. In addition, each of
the colluvial deposits (units C3w, C4w, Céw, and C7w, Figures 8 and 9) close to the fault has a greater
concentration of clasts along its basal contact. These scarp-derived deposits grade laterally into finer
grained colluvium derived from the adjacent hillslope (units C3e, C4e, C6e, and C7e, respectively). Key
lithologic characteristics of these colluvial deposits are the size, color and weathering of the sandstone
clasts: close to the fault the clasts are small to medium gravel of slightly weathered yellowish sandstone,
whereas clasts in the northeastern parts of these colluvial deposits are very small to small pebbles of
weathered reddish to orange sandstone. These characteristics, which show that the linear trough filled
from both sides, allow differentiation between the scarp-derived colluvia deposits and sediments derived
from the northeastern hillslope. Collectively, the sedimentologic characteristics of units C3w, C4w, Céw,
and C7w suggest that repeated rejuvenation of the scarp provided a source of sandstone clasts.

The uppermost colluvia deposit (unit C7w, Figures 7 and 8) underlies the present-day ground surface
about halfway up the fault scarp, and is not faulted. This unit is located downhill from a small, 15-cm-
high scarplet within the overall fault scarp, which coincides with a primary fault strand that extends to the
ground surface (station 2 m, Figure 8A). This scarplet continues northwestward from trench 5 for about 5
to 10 m, and probably was formed during the 1906 rupture. Unit C7w was deposited on the northeastern
(downthrown) side of this scarplet, following the 1906 earthquake.

The exposures provided by trenches 4 and 5 support a depositional model that involves colluviation from
both sides of the fault-parallel linear trough. The deposits indicate a relatively constant supply of
colluvial material was contributed from the hillslope northeast of the trough, which interfingers with a
series of scarp-derived colluvial deposits. The presence of relatively unweathered, yellowish sandstone
clasts within the scarp-derived colluvia deposits (units C3w, C4w, C6w, and C7w) suggest that sandstone
bedrock was exposed intermittently in the scarp face, and contributed material to the colluvia deposits.
The colluvial deposits probably also were derived from the bedrock residuum present on the scarp and
scarp crest (unit Cx, Figures 7 and 8). Thus, the stratigraphic characteristics of the scarp-derived colluvial
deposits suggest episodic exposure of sandstone bedrock and/or clast-rich colluvial residuum. The
stratigraphic relationships of units C3w, C4w, C6w, and C7w in trenches 4 and 5 indicate colluvial
deposition on the northeastern side of the fault following four separate surface-rupturing earthquakes.

Both trenches 4 and 5 exposed the primary strand of the San Andress fault, where it deforms sandstone
bedrock and the surficial deposits older than unit C7w (Figures 7 and 8). Asin trench 1, the primary fault
zone within surficial deposits is only about 50 cm wide at the bottom of the trench, although the total
zone of deformation is probably much broader and includes substantial shearing within the sandstone
bedrock (Figures 7 and 8). There are multiple anastomosing fault strands within the highly deformed
bedrock, as well as throughout the older colluvial deposit (unit Cz). None of the fault strands exposed in
trenches 4 and 5 extends into unit C7w. Most of the major fault strands extend upward to the base of unit
C7w, with the exception of several secondary strands east of the primary fault zone that die out within
unit C4w. The degree of shearing along these secondary strands is substantially greater in units C3wl
than in unit C4w (Figure 8). However, trenches 4 and 5 lack evidence of upward fault truncations that
may provide evidence of distinct fault ruptures.



3.3 Deposit Age Estimates

The age estimates for the surficial deposits at the Fort Ross Orchard site are based primarily on
radiometric analyses of charcoal fragments, and secondarily on the presence of historic cultural items.
Charcoal fragments were fairly abundant in several stratigraphic units, and atotal of 30 charcoa samples
from trenches 1 and 5 were analyzed for radiocarbon age determination (Table 1). A total of 40 analyses
were conducted on these 30 charcoal fragments using conventional techniques (3 analyses) or accelerator
mass spectrometry (AMS) techniques (26 analyses), supplemented by 11 AMS analyses on humic
derivatives from selected duplicate samples. These analyses suggest that the composite stratigraphic
record at the Fort Ross Orchard site extends from about AD 230 to the present, or about 1800 years.

Based on stratigraphic position of 14 of the 30 samples yielded age estimates that are not representative of
the alluvial and colluvial deposits containing them. The presence of abundant redwood trees in the
watershed, which may yield a substantial range in dates because of their long life spans and high degree
of wood preservation, leads us to expect the occurrence of many non-representative age determinationsin
the sample population. We explici