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M35.9 Lac Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Earthquake of 3 February 2008

Lac Kivu, DRC

Ep icentral Reg on 03 February 2008 7:34:12 UTC
il il & i 3 2317°S., 28.879° E.

Depth 10 km

Mw = 5.9 (USGS)

Five people killed at Bukavu, Congo (symbol obscured
by earthquake symbol.) Ten people killed in western
Rwanda and thirteen killed in Nyamesheke district.
Over three hundred injured across the region.
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Tectonic Summary

The earthquake occurred in the Western Rift of the East
African rift system. The East African rift system is a diffuse,
approximately 3000-km-long, zone of crustal extension that
passes through eastern Africa from Djibouti and Eritrea on the
20° north to Malawi on the south and that constitutes the boundary
between the Africa plate on the west and the Somalia plate on
the east. At the earthquake's latitude, the Africa and Somalia
plates are spreading apart at a rate of about four millimeters
per year. The earthquake occurred near Lake Kivu, the basin of
which was created by normal faulting similar to that which
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Users should consider the preliminary nature of this information and check for updates as additional data becomes
available. Population exposure estimates are NOT a direct estimate of earthquake damage; comparable shaking will
result in significantly lower losses in regions with well built structures than in regions with vulnerable structures.
v Overall, structures in this region are vulnerable to earthquake shaking, though some resistant structures exist. A
Kisangani magnitude 5.1 earthquake struck the Congo region in January, 2002, with estimated population exposures of 350,000
ka ' NYA o at intensity V and 680,000 at intensity IV, resulting in 45 deaths.
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