
Hua-lien, Taiwan Earthquake of 31 March 2002
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Seismicity of Taiwan 1900 - 2002 Plate Tectonics of Taiwan

Seismic History of Taiwan Generalized Seismic Hazard of Taiwan

Epicentral Area
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TAIWAN REGION

31 March 2002, 06:52:50 UTC
24.41 N., 122.21 E.
Depth 33 km
Mw = 7.1 (USGS)

Strongly felt over NE Taiwan.  Five persons killed and
213 were reported injured throughout Taiwan.  Numer-
ous landslides occurred along the northeast coast.   A
small tsunami was reported on the Japanese islands of 
Yonaguni-jima and Ishigaki.  Numerous aftershocks  
followed in the next two days.

Five workers were killed and ten persons were injured 
at a high-rise construction site in Tai-peh when a crane 
and parts of the building crashed to the street below.  
Elsewhere in Tai-peh, the earthquake damaged buildings,
caused gas leaks, and produced power outages.  

Numerous rockslides in the area.  
An 8-year-old boy was injured near
Hua-lien.
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Seismic hazard is expressed as peak
ground acceleration (PGA, in meters/
sec2) expected in a 50-year period with
a probability of 10 percent.  Contours
are approximate.
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A small tsunami (20 cm peak-to-trough)
was reported on Yonaguni

~ 7 cm/yr

NOTE:

The plate boundary shown is approximate 
because the interaction of the Eurasian and 
Philippine plates is exceedingly complex in 
this area. The motion vector and the rate of 
the Philippine plate relative to the Eurasian 
plate are also approximate.
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